
TUDOR PLACE
2021

ANNUAL REPORT

   WelcomeWelcomeWelcome   
BackBackBack

   



Honorary  Trus t e e s

Mr.  Max N.  Berry ,  Esq .  
Mrs .  Janis  A .  Buchanan 
Mrs .  Jane  Lipton Cafr i tz  
Mrs .  El izabeth  Cantacuzene 
Mrs .  Diana  Clagett  
Mr.  Danie l  V.  Dowd
Mrs .  El izabeth  W.  Edgeworth
Mrs .  El inor  K.  Farquhar  
Mrs .  Donna Gerstenfe ld  
The Honorable  C.  Boyden Gray  
Mrs .  Shei la  Proby  Gross
Ms.  Pamela  A .  Jenkinson
Mrs .  Mel issa  Keshishian
Mrs .  Barbara  Langhorne
Mrs .  Ginger  Laytham
Ms.  Marcia  V.  Mayo
Ms.  Betty  C.  Monkman 
Mrs .  Frederick  H.  Prince
Mrs .  Lucy  S .  Rhame
Mrs .  Lynn S .  Roberts
Mrs .  Jean  Hal l  Rutherfoord 
Mr.  Roger  Sant  
Mr.  Charles  H.  Sei lheimer,  Jr .  
Mrs .  Nancy  Sidamon-Eristoff  
Mr.  Albert  H.  Smal l  
Mrs .  Niente  Ingersol l  Smith
Mrs .  Margaret  Jones  Steuart
Mr.  W.  Reid  Thompson 
Mr.  Wil l iam T.  Torgerson
Mr.  J .  Bruce  Whel ihan

Pres ident

Mrs.  Mary  M.  Keaney

Vice  Pre s ident

Mr.  Val  P .  Hawkins

Treasurer  

Mr.  Forbes  Maner

Secre tary

Mrs.  Susan A.  Ebersole

Trustee s

Ms.  Julanne  Al len
Mr.  Scott  D.  Altman
Mrs .  Mary  T.  Bart lett
Mr.  Eric  P .  Fraunfel ter
Dr.  Sachiko  Kuno
Mr.  James  J .  Lee
Mr.  C.  Braxton Moncure
Dr.  Christy  Pichichero
Mrs .  Anne Henry  Smith

Pres ident s  Emeri t i

Mr.  Geoffrey  B.  Baker
Mr.  S .  Al len  Chambers ,  Jr .
Mrs .  El len  M.  Charles
Mr.  Thomas  E.  Crocker
Mr.  John D.  Firestone
Mrs .  Bever ly  L.  Jost
Mr.  Timothy B.  Matz
Mr.  Phi l l ips  S .  Peter

Execut ive  Dire c t or

Mark S .  Hudson

Board of Trustees

Mission
 

Tudor Place 
Historic House & Garden
preserves the stories of six

generations of descendants of
Martha Washington, and the
enslaved and free people who

lived and worked at this
Georgetown landmark for

nearly two centuries. 
By examining their legacy, 

we challenge ourselves and our
visitors to celebrate the

triumphs and to confront the
complexities of the past.  

 
Tudor Place attains  its

mission through: preservation,
education, rejuvenation and

community engagement. 
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I  am pleased  to  share  with  you the  Tudor  Place  2021  Annual
Report ,  h ighl ight ing events  of  the  past  year ,  providing deta i l s  of
our  operat ions  and recognizing the  people  who support  our  miss ion
through their  serv ice  and f inancia l  support .  This  was  a  year  of  hope
and trans i t ion,  as  we  navigated  the  effects  of  a  second year  of  the
pandemic .

After  a  hiatus  of  over  s ixteen months ,  the  Garden Party  returned in
September  with  a  ce lebrat ion of  the  Georgetown Garden Club—
our 2021  Honoree .  Umbrel las  and boots  were  the  fashion norm for
the  evening,  as  showers  and winds  made  this  a  n ight  to  remember
for  near ly  300 attendees .  Through the  dedicated  work  of  the
Development  Team and Garden Party  Chair ,  Cheryl  Lynn Boland,
this  lovely  event  exceeded our  hopes  as  a  community  ce lebrat ion
and fundraiser .  

Our  energies  were  spent  looking to  the  future  as  we  cont inued to
fulf i l l  the  goals  and idea ls  of  Vis ion 2020,  our  s trategic  p lan .  In
partnership  with  the  American  Al l iance  of  Museums,  we  conducted
a  Community  & Audience  Engagement  Assessment .  This  soul-
searching review provided new perspect ives  about  the  needs  of
those  we  serve  and new ins ights  into  our  ident i ty  as  an
organizat ion .

We a lso  moved c loser  to  achieving major  goals  of  the  Master
Preservat ion Plan .  Project  approvals  for  the  garage  renovat ion and
expansion were  received  from the  Old  Georgetown Board  and the
Board  of  Zoning Appeals .  Design development  i s  underway,  leading
ult imate ly  to  the  construct ion of  fac i l i t ies  that  wi l l  enhance  our
care  for  the  col lect ions  and archive ,  support  the  management  of  the
garden and grounds  and provide  new space  for  exhibit ions  and
educat ional  programming.  

Throughout  this  report ,  you wi l l  d i scover  many more
accomplishments  from 2021 ,  a l l  of  which we  could  not  do  without
the  dedicated  support  of  you — our  donors ,  members  and fr iends .
Thank you for  your  cont inued support .  

Mary  Moffett  Keaney,  Pres ident  o f  the  Board  o f  Trus t e e s

Welcome Back

Vision
 

An honest look at the past to
realize a better future.

 
Values

 
Inclusivity. Tudor Place facilitates

the full engagement
 of the community.

 
Stewardship. Tudor Place cares for
its human and historical resources.

 
Identity. Tudor Place is self-aware
and seeks to understand the needs

of those it serves.

Mary Moffett Keaney with Garden Party Chair, Cheryl Lynn Boland. Photo: Tony Powell Photography
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Things  began to  fee l  more  normal  when we  reopened the
Histor ic  House  to  v i s i tors  in  Apri l .  After  more  than a  year
with  only  outdoor  v i s i t s ,  the  laughter  of  guests  was  a  welcome
sound.  In  the  summer,  the  return of  docents  to  an  outdoor
information desk  brought  us  a  s tep  c loser  to  l i fe  as  i t  once
was .  By  fa l l ,  Tudor  Nights ,  f ie ld  tr ips ,  Tudor  Tots  and
hol iday  programs were  happening onsi te  before  the  winter
surge  sent  us  back  to  a  caut ious  v irtual  universe .  

Our  commitment  to  te l l ing  a  more  inc lus ive  s tory  was  g iven a
boost  when we  received  an  Inspire!  grant  from the  Inst i tute
of  Museum & Library  Services   (IMLS)  to  cont inue  research
on the  l ives  of  the  ens laved  and free  people  who l ived  and
worked at  Tudor  Place  and infuse  their  s tor ies  into  our
interpretat ion  and programs .  Complementing this  research
are  invest igat ions  being performed by  a  team of  architectura l
histor ians—culminat ing  in  a  Histor ic  Structures  Report  that
wi l l  document  the  architectura l  s ignif icance  of  the  Histor ic
House  and Garage .

During the  past  two years  we  have  been blessed  with  words  of
encouragement  and express ions  of  generos i ty  from a l l  of  you .
You have  shared  how much Tudor  Place  means  to  you and
advanced our  important  miss ion  with  your  fa i thful  support .
Now more  than ever ,  we  extend our  deep appreciat ion  for
your  affect ion  and generos i ty .  

Mark S .  Hudson,  Execut ive  Dire c t or
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As we  entered  the  second year  of  the  pandemic ,  Tudor  Place  had
hopes  of  resuming tours  of  the  Histor ic  House  & Garden and
onsite  programming.  The ongoing impact  of  COVID-19 and the
re l ief  provided by  the  vaccine  required  that  we  cont inue  some
virtual  programming whi le  a l lowing other  act iv i t ies  ons i te .  In
Apri l ,  v i s i tors  returned to  discover  the  house  and garden with  se l f-
guided experiences ,  a ided  by  new s ignage,  interpret ive  v ideos  and a
new garden map.  In  late  summer,  docents  returned to  an  outdoor
information desk,  enhancing the  v i s i tor  experience  even more .   

When we  were  able ,  we  added onsi te  act iv i t ies ,  such as  weddings  in
the  spr ing,  Gir l  Scout  programs and Tudor  Tots  in  the  summer,
Tudor  Nights  and f ie ld  tr ips  in  the  fa l l  and Candle l ight  Tours  in
December .  The Garden Party ,  an  annual  spr ing tradit ion  at  Tudor
Place ,  returned in  September .  Throughout  the  year ,  we   welcomed
over  10 ,000 guests  for  tours ,  programs and events  ons i te .  
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4,000 

2,000 

0 

During the summer months, DC experienced the emergence of a group of cicadas called Brood X. Staff
used a sense of humor to create a paper origami cicada activity visitors could take home (photo inset).
New garden maps arrived just in time for re-opening day in early spring (above).  Visitation peaked
around 12,000 people  - with onsite and virtual attendance combined - less than half of a typical year.
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Docents staffing the outdoor information booth (top left).  The Journey Series: Historical Detectives was
created as a teacher supplement for students who did not have access to technology during the pandemic
(top right). Curator Rob DeHart teaching members how Mesoamerican chocolate consumption practices
influenced the way Europeans and Americans enjoyed the beverage at Tudor Nights in October (bottom
left). Behind the Canvas introduced people to the artistic talents of Artist-in-Residence Peter Waddell
(bottom right) via Zoom!

As a  companion to  these  “ l ive”  act iv i t ies ,  we  shared  the  s tor ies  of
Tudor  Place  in  v irtual  formats  throughout  the  year .  In  partnership
with  neighborhood organizat ions ,  we  offered  seven onl ine  Landmark
Lectures  that  explored  topics  l ike  the  C&O Canal ,  Georgetown
Garden Club,  Civi l  War  hospita l s ,  ens laved  women of  Georgetown,
Oak Hil l  Cemetery  and the  art  of  the  Georgetown Library’s  Peabody
Room.  Virtual  f ie lds  tr ips ,  inc luding Changing  City :  Tobacco ,
Transpor tat i on  & George town ,  a l lowed us  to  work  with  community
heri tage  organizat ions  to  share  our  resources  with  schools .  Through
these  efforts ,  we  safe ly  served  an  internat ional  audience  of  over  2 ,100
people .

While  these  numbers  were  less  than hal f  of  what  we  experienced in
the  years  before  COVID, the  return of  v i s i tors  and docents  to  the
s i te  restored  our  hope  for  the  future  and demonstrated  that  the
publ ic  wanted  and needed the  experiences  we  offer .  
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Throughout  2021 ,  we  experienced cyc les  of  dec l ine  and
re juvenat ion in  the  garden.  Roses  in  the  Box Knot  were  in  poor
heal th  having contracted  Rose  Mosaic  Virus .  We insta l led  28  new
rose  p lants  with  a  contr ibut ion by  Trustee  Braxton Moncure .
Nearby,  the  deter iorat ing  French chestnut  pa l ings  a long the
perimeter  of  the  North Garden needed replacement .  New pal ings ,
custom-mil led  by  Mart in’s  Native  Lumber  of  Dayton,  Virginia ,
were  assembled  by  s taff  and insta l led  a long the  per imeter  ad jacent
to  the  Dower  House  property .  This  pro ject  was  made  poss ib le
through a  generous  contr ibut ion in  memory  of  El izabeth  Flood
Phi l l ips  and The Honorable  Alcott  H.  Deming,  av id  hort icultur is ts
and Georgetown res idents .  

We planted  117  nat ive  trees  and shrubs  a long the  per imeter  hi l l s ide
a long 32nd Street  in  November .   These  p lant ings  promoted the
health  and beauty  of  this  area  whi le  providing an  effect ive
vegetat ive  screening for  future  bui lding projects .  

On the  f ina l  day  of  2021 ,  we  sa id  farewel l  to  a  scar let  oak  tree  that
had s tood at  the  edge  of  the  North Garden for  near ly  a  century .  In
his  book,  Tudor  Place ,  Armistead  Peter  3rd ,  Tudor  Place ’s  f ina l
pr ivate  owner ,  remarked that  he  p lanted  this  tree  in  1932,  the
bicentennia l  of  George  Washington’s  b irth .  Port ions  of  this  75  foot
ta l l  t ree  were  sent  to  a  mi l l  for  s labbing,  whi le  other  parts  were
saved  to  be  turned into  wood products  for  sa le  in  the  Museum
Shop.  

Circle of Life

New rose bushes in the Box Knot starting blooming early spring  (above left). The new paling fence
provides a backdrop to the fallen oak (bottom left).  Staff organize plantings for the 32nd Street
perimeter (right). 

Wish List Donations
 

Mr. & Mrs. Allen Bishop
Ms. Edith Bingham

Mr. S. Allen Chambers
Mrs. Ellen M. Charles
Miss Elisabeth French

Greater Washington Community
Fund

Ms. Pamela A. Jenkinson
Jewish Federation of Greater

Washington
Ms. Elizabeth Sara

Mr. & Mrs. John Wheeler
Mrs. GeriAnn Zaluzec

 

Garden Party Sponsors
 

Ms. Julanne Allen & Mr. Jonathan
Wagy

Banks Development Co.
BarnesVanze Architects

Bartlett Tree Experts
Alisann & Terry Collins Foundation

Cooke & Bieler LP
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Cooke

Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Dangio
Doyle Construction

Ms. Debbie Dreisman & Mr. Frank
Islam

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gessner
Ms. Shannon Fairbanks

Hartman-Cox Architects
Huntington T. Block

Ms. Azali Kassum & Mr. Ian Myers
Mr. & Mrs. Knight A. Kiplinger 
Morgan Stanley | Snyder-Ervin

Group
Prince Charitable Trusts



An extended pause  did  not  dampen our  exci tement  about  honoring
the  Georgetown Garden Club at  the  29th Annual  Garden Party .  I t
was  cancel led  in  2020 and rescheduled  from May to  September
this  year .  

Our  re lat ionship  with  the  Georgetown Garden Club runs  deep,
beginning with  Carol ine  Odgen-Jones  Peter  ( 1894-1965) ,  who
joined the  Club in  the  1930s .  Her  husband,  Armistead  Peter  3rd ,
was  des ignated  an  honorary  Club member  in  1971 ,  who requested
we host  Club meet ings  at  Tudor  Place ,  which we  do  to  this  day .
The Club has  been a  f inancia l  supporter  as  wel l ,  shar ing proceeds
from their  annual  garden tour  for  projects  throughout  the  s i te ,
inc luding new plant ings ,  boxwood bl ight  recovery ,  a  botanica l
col lect ions  management  system and restorat ion of  the  Box Knot .   

By  the  t ime September  rol led  around,  nei ther  ra in  nor  s torm
surges  could  keep near ly  300 devoted  fr iends  from jo ining
together  to  ce lebrate  for  one  night .  Over  $250,000 was  ra i sed
support ing  conservat ion of  thousands  of  objects  and ephemera ,
care  for  the  garden and dynamic  programming for  a l l  ages .   

Thomas  Escourrou,  Dr .  Christy  Pichichero,  Traci  and Aty  Biswese  are  a l l  smi les
at  the  party  ( top  lef t ) .  Cheryl  Lynn Boland,  Garden Party  Chair ,  offers  a  toast
( top  r ight ) .  Party  goers  enjoy  the  evening in  the  dessert  tent  (bottom left ) .  Betsy
Rackley  with  daughter  Colman Riddel l  share  an  umbrel la  walking from the
North Garden to  the  South Lawn (bottom r ight ) .   

Garden Party Returns
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Progress  cont inued in  2021  on the  Master  Preservat ion Plan—Tudor
Place ’s  s i tewide  plan  to  preserve  the  landmark architecture ,  conserve
the  histor ic  col lect ions  and archive ,  care  for  the  beaut i ful  landscapes
and enhance  the  v i s i tor  experience .  Having completed  numerous
deferred  maintenance  projects ,  our  at tent ion turned to  address ing
underly ing infrastructure  needs  whi le  moving forward  with  planning
for  the  core  projects  of  the  p lan .  

In  Apri l ,  rev ised  des igns  for  the  renovat ion and expansion of  the
Garage  received  concept  approval  from the  Old  Georgetown Board
and the  U.S .  Commiss ion on Fine  Arts .  With  these  approvals  in  hand,
we  concluded this  phase  of  des ign in  October  af ter  the  p lans  were
endorsed  by  the  Board  of  Zoning Adjustment .  These  des igns ,  created
by  a  team led  by  the  architects  at  Hartman-Cox,  wi l l  t ransform the
histor ic  Garage  bui lding into  a  museum support  fac i l i ty  that
includes :  a  col lect ions  management  center  for  museum objects  and
archives ,  a  modern c lassroom,  changing exhibit ion  gal ler ies ,  research
spaces ,  s taff  off ices ,  hort icultura l  workrooms and a  new greenhouse .  

The new design calls for additional classroom space, exhibition space, greenhouse and underground storage
for all collection and archival materials.

Making Progress
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The bui lding wi l l  a l so  house  the  mechanica l  p lant  for
environmental  control  systems powered by  geothermal  energy  and a
water  mist  f i re  suppress ion system that  wi l l  serve  the  Garage  and
the  Histor ic  House .  This  pro ject  was  g iven a  f inancia l  boost  with  a
generous  contr ibut ion from the  Rita  Adrosko Charitable  Trust .  

As  a  pre lude  to  this  pro ject ,  Tudor  Place  i s  address ing  a  cr i t ica l
infrastructure  need  through the  expansion of  the  Mower  House ,  a
service  bui lding in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  South Lawn.  This
renovated  fac i l i ty  wi l l  house  the  natura l  gas  generator  that  wi l l
serve  the  renovated  Garage  and new systems in  the  Histor ic  House .
Designs  for  the  project  are  complete  with  permits  and construct ion
planned for  fa l l  of  2022.       

In  tandem with  these  act iv i t ies ,
architectura l  h is tor ian  Wil l ie
Graham and his  team began work  in
September  to  compi le  a  Histor ic
Structures  Report  for  the  Histor ic
House  and Garage .  The work  enta i l s
archiva l  research and phys ica l
invest igat ions  ons i te .  The result ing
document  wi l l  provide  base l ine
documentat ion of  the  histor ica l
e lements  of  these  s tructures  and
guide  our  ongoing des ign work .    

The Mower House addition adds storage space to the current structure and will house the emergency
generator (top).  Willie Graham inspects the tiger maple pocket doors of the Drawing Room (above). 
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In ear ly  2021  we  set  out  on  a  journey  to  explore  our  ident i ty  as  an
organizat ion .  Uti l iz ing the  tools  and processes  of  the  American
Al l iance  of  Museum’s  Community  & Audience  Engagement
Assessment ,  we  spent  a  year  in  se l f-study,  community  inquiry  and
research .   This  in i t iat ive  helps  museums gather  better  input  from
their  const i tuents ,  develop a  more  nuanced v iew about
communit ies  and audiences ’  demographics  and needs ,  respond to
the  changing nature  of  i t s  audiences  and incorporate  these  f indings
into  planning and operat ional  decis ions .  The process  culminated  in
a  peer  review v is i t  by  John Sherrer  from Histor ic  Columbia
(Columbia ,  SC)  in  October ,  whose  f ina l  report  provides
observat ions  and recommendat ions  to  enhance  our  community  and
audience  engagement .  

From this  assessment ,  we  have  seen we  serve  severa l  d i s t inct
communit ies ,  each with  speci f ic  character is t ics  and needs .  As  we
consider  our  engagement  with  these  communit ies ,  we  are  assess ing
how their  needs  a l ign  with  our  miss ion and resources .  We
recognize  that  genuine  community  engagement  i s  more  than
outreach and market ing .  True  engagement  i s  a  col laborat ive
re lat ionship  that  i s  mutual ly  benef ic ia l .  These  idea ls  wi l l  inform
our  efforts  as  we  work  toward  more  effect ive  community  and
audience  engagement .  

We extend our  thanks  to  the  American  Al l iance  of  Museums for
their  support  and ass i s tance  with  this  process ,  as  wel l  as  John
Sherrer  who shared  his  t ime and expert i se .  

The Community & Assessment team included Education & Visitor Services Director Hillary
Rothberg, Director of Development & Communications Janet Wall (front row); and John Sherrer,
Education Coordinator Katie McCarthy and Executive Director Mark Hudson (back row). 
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$1,000 & above donors
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The bronze,  s ix- inch c ircular  d isk  af f ixed  at  the  entrance  indicates  that  Tudor
Place  i s  a  s i te  with  s tor ies  of  free  and ens laved  Afr ican  Americans  ( lef t ) ;  Hannah
Cole  Pope  ( 1829-1910) ,  Photograph,  Gift  of  Martha  Cust i s  Peter ,  Tudor  Place
Archive  (r ight ) .

In 2021 ,  we  cont inued efforts  to  center  the  l ives  of  the  ens laved
and free  people  who l ived  and worked at  Tudor  Place  within  our
s i te  interpretat ion and programming.  In  commemorat ion of
Juneteenth,  the  Georgetown Afr ican  American Histor ic  Landmark
Project  (GAAHLP) ident i f ied  Tudor  Place  as  a  s i te  with  s tor ies  of
free  and ens laved  Afr ican  Americans  by  plac ing a  p laque  at  the
entrance .  Consistent  with  their  miss ion to  honor  "the  ens laved  and
free  Afr ican  Americans  who worked in ,  l ived  in  and bui l t
Georgetown",  the  GAAHLP’s  tour  of  Georgetown that
accompanies  the  p laques  highl ights  the  l i fe  of  Hannah Cole  Pope
who was  born in  ens lavement  at  Tudor  Place  in  1828 .  

In  September ,  we  were  awarded an  Inspire!  grant  from the
Inst i tute  for  Museum and Library  Services  (IMLS)  to  ident i fy ,
assess  and organize  resources  that  document  the  l ives  of  ens laved
people  at  Tudor  Place  and other  propert ies  owned by  the  Peter
family .  During the  second year  of  the  project ,  this  information
wi l l  be  integrated  into  the  s i te ’ s  interpretat ion,  presented  through
publ ic  programs and shared  through an  exhibit ion  in  the  histor ic
house .     

“Ours  i s  a  complicated  and often  painful  s tory  to  te l l ,”  sa id  Mark
Hudson,  Execut ive  Director .  “By examining the  l ives  of  the
ens laved  and free  people  who labored  here ,  we  te l l  a  more
complete  s tory  that  a l lows  us  to  better  understand who we  are
today  and who we  want  to  be  in  the  future .”  

Telling a More Complete Story
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Operat ing Revenue $2,118 ,833

Funct ional  Expenses  $1 ,903 ,175

Financial Report$500 & above donors
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Balance Sheet
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                                                                                       2020                           2021
Current Assets    
             Cash & Equivalents                           $ 195,325                         $ 148,567
             Pledges & Grants Receivable          $ 953,554                         $ 1,041,473
             Inventory                                              $ 24,143                           $ 19,189
             Prepaid Expenses                               $ 36,195                            $ 49,473
             Investments                                         $ 959,807                         $ 1,489,117
                         Total Current Assets             $ 2,169,024                      $ 2,747,819
    
Long-Term Assets    
             Pledges & Grants receivable            $ 491,173                         $ 125,491
             Operating Property & Equipment$ 68,898                          $ 58,021   
             Investments Held in Trust               $ 11,597,833                    $ 12,768,421
             Total Non-Current Assets              $ 12,157,904                   $ 12,951,933    
                         Total Assets                             $ 14,326,928                   $ 15,699,752

Current Liabilities    
             Accounts Payable & Accrued           $ 232,566                        $ 166,141
              Expenses          
Non-Current Liabilities    
             Capital Lease of Equipment           $ 9,750                             $ 4,836
                         Total Liabilities                      $ 242,316                         $ 170,977
Net Assets    
             Without Donor Restrictions           $ 304,726                        $ 520,384
             With Donor Restrictions                 $ 13,779,886                    $ 15,008,391
                         Total Net Assets                     $ 14,084,612                   $ 15,528,775
             
TOTAL Net Assets & Liabilities              $ 14,326,928              $ 15,699,752
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